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EINE FOURTEENTH CENTURY ITALIAN MANUSCRIPT. 





COLONNA (Egidio, detto Romano, afterwards Archbishop oi 
Bourges An early copy (ri4th cent.) of his most íiamous work ' De 
Regimine Principum," supposed to have been written in 1285 for his pupil, 
Prince Philip, who shortly afterwards succeeded to the throne of France as 
Philip IV. (Le Bel). The work is complete, 4to (o2 by 6$ ins.) , in 3 books, 
and is written on vellum, in gothic letter, on 262 leaves, in double columns, 
with illuminated initial letters by a North Italian artist. The more 
important initials are in dull shades of crimson and green shaded with paler 
tünts of the same colours, and slightly ornamented with white, on a square 
blue ground framed in narrow lines of white and (outside) black. ^ Three 
of the initials enclose small MiNrATURES, including one at the beginning, 
which evidently represents the author, then a plain Augustinian monk, 
offering his work to Philip (here, however, depicted as a grown-up man), or 
| to Philip's father, Philip III. (Le Hardi). The other initials are the usual 
bright red and blue ones, with scroll ornamentation.  'The MS. belonged at 
an early period (r6th cent.) to Friar Georgius de Fivizano (Fivizzano is near | 
Modena). It wasfirst published in 1473. Bound in vellum by Raparlier. 
£37 0 0 IALh century 
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